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Toddler Community & CASA Years 
 

ENROLMENT PACKAGE 
 
Toddler Community:  16months – 36months (3years)  
The Toddler Program is based on the Montessori principles of self-directed independent 
learning. Each child’s needs and abilities are unique, and it is our mandate to program for 
each individual child as they develop and progress throughout the year.  
The children are surrounded with objects that encourage language development, help to 
refine their motor skills, and aid in lengthening their attention span. At this age there is 
little pressure to conform to a specific set of rules because the program is designed to 
meet the toddler’s abilities and level of maturity. This age group is ready to explore. 
Below are the developmental areas that your toddler will develop and grow through the 
program: 

• Cognitive Development  
• Fine Motor Development 
• Gross Motor Development 
• Language Development 
• Social & Emotional Development  
• Art & Creativity Development       

Children who have worked in the toddler classroom are prepared to move into the CASA 
program with little or no difficulty. Their transition is usually seamless. Once the teachers 
have determined that a child is ready, the process can begin. Each child will visit his new 
classroom for a couple of hours every day, over the course of a week or so, until he feels 
comfortable with the change. Then, a whole new world of ‘work’ opens up for them. 
There is so much to do. There is so much to learn! 
 

The Montessori CASA Program is a 3 – 4 Year cycle 
 
Pre-Casa:  If the child starts before the age of 3 in a Casa classroom. 
 
First Year: Foundation  
 
The materials and the activities involve precise movements, allowing 
children to concentrate, to work at their own pace uninterrupted, to complete 
their work, and to gain internal satisfaction. The lessons and experiences 
gained in the first year prepares the 3yr. old for the work habits necessary for 
the more advanced exercises that they will perform at 5 and 6 years of age.  
 

1st year applies to students who are 3 before or by December of that school year 
 
 



LAKEWOOD MONTESSORI CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
EST. 1986 

 
 

Second Year: Exploration  
 
This is a year of repetition and practice. Children revisit the materials with a 
deeper awareness and level of activity that will further develop their fine and 
gross motor skills. The constant repetition of motions helps to strengthen the 
muscles of the hand, perfects coordination and instills confidence.  
 

2nd year applies to students who are 4 before or by December of that school year 
 
Third Year: Application  
 
The 3rd year is an IMPORTANT YEAR OF COMPLETITION AND 
MASTERY. It is the culmination of their social, emotional and cognitive 
learning experiences over the previous years. The 5 year old (3rd years) 
become natural teachers: Mentoring, inspiring and passing along what they 
have learned to their younger peers in the classroom. By showing what they 
know, they are processing the information at a deeper level. The final year of 
this plane of development becomes a valuable time to practice leadership 
skills before moving on to the first level of lower elementary.  
Children who graduate from the Montessori Casa program gain an early 
enthusiasm for learning, which is key to becoming a truly educated 
individual for life.  
 

3rd year applies to students who are 5 before or by December of that school year 


